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other things to which I might refer, but
sinee the practice, initiated I believe by the
present GGovernment, of having each divi-
sion dealt with at some length by the Min-
ister in charge, has been adopted

Hon. Sir James Miichell:
always been the practice.

Mr. DAVY : Tt appears to me that many
of the matters could he dealt with befter
when the divisions to which they relate are
under disenssion.

That has

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 9.34 p.m.

TMegislative Council,
Thursday, 20th October, 1927.

PAGE

Motiona : Trafiic Act, tp disallow regulltions =

coastnl lighting and buoying

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

MOTION—TRAFFIC AOT.
To disallow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the 13th October on
the following motion by M. W. H. Kitson:
That Regulations Nos. 4, 5, 6, 21, and 23,
and Routes 7a, 54, and 55, made under the
Traffic Act, 1919-26, and laid on the Table of

this House on the 11th October, be and are
hereby disallowed,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [4.33]: When, some weeks
ago, the disallowance of another set of
traffic vegulations was under consideration.
I pointed out the diverse interests affected.
and expressed the opinion that no matter
how wisely these regulations might be
framed in order to safeguard and proteet
the publie, there would assuredly be a see-
tion whom thev eonld not please, and that
it would he bevond human power to pre-
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pare regulations governing our public
thoroughfares in sueh a manner as would
give satisfaction to all and sundry. We
have further proof of that in the action
taken by Mr. Kitson for the disallowance
of other regulations, which have not met
with the gracious approval of the same
parties who previously found champions to
plead their cause succcessfully in this
House. It may be here remarked that Mr.
Kitson’s altitude is wnique inasmuch as the
majority of the regulations he seeks to have
disallowed are either those that are pract-
cally word for word with the Aect itself, or
cannot be disallowed owing to the effluxion
or time. Take regulations 4, 5, 6, for in-
stance. 'The Solicitor General informs me
that the Council can disallow these regula-
tions, simply because they are new regula-
tions, but he points ont that under Section
42 of the Traffic Act Parliament expressly
authorised and intended regulations to be
made in the precise terms of Regulations
4, 5 and 6 and therefore the objections of
Mr. Kitson arc as unreasonabls asg they are
contrary to the intention of the Legisla-
ture. Tet me read Section 42 of the Aet
and then read Regulations 4, 5 and 6. See-
tion 42 reads as follows:—

(1) The Governor, regulations made
under this Aet, may preseribe the routes within
the metropolitan area, or in any other de-
fined parts of the State to be observed by
omnibuses and prohibit the use of omnibuses
elsewhere than along a prescribed route.

Regulation 4 reads—

The use within the metropolitan area of
any vehicle as an omnibus elsewhere than
along a preseribed route is hereby prohibited.

Regulation 5 reads—

The nse, on and after the first day of Octo-
ber, 1927, within the metropolitan area of any
vehicle as an ommnihus ig hereby prohibited—
(a) unless a prescribed route is spececified in or
indorsed on the license for such vehicle by
the Commissioner of Police as the local anthor-
ity in the metropolitan area; and (b) on any
route other tham the route specified in or in-
dorsed on the license.

Regulation 6 reads—

The holder of a passenger vehicle license for
an omnibos in force at the commencement of
these regulations, and having effeet in the
metropolitan area, shall surrender such license,
and shall be granted in lieu thercof a passen-
ger vehicle lieense for such omnibus to be
issued in accordance with these regulations,
subject to the payment of the prescribed fees
for the current year, if and so far as sueh
fees have not been already paid for the sur-
rendered license.
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It will be seen thai those Regulations 4, 5
and 6 are in striet conformity with the Aet.
As regards Regulation 23, the Solicitor
General informs me that this sets out the
provision of Subsection 7 of Section 42 of
the Act, which has the force of law and
has effect whether expressed as a regulation
or not. Regulation 23 reads-—

Auy owner of or person in charge of a
vehicle who uses the wvehicle or suffers or per-
mits the vehicle to be used within the metro-
politan area as an omnibus without a pre-
peribed route heing specified in or indorsed om
the license, or on any route other than that
specified in or indorsed on the licemse or in
& consent granted pursuant to Regulation 7,
or on any road within the metropolitan area
which is not a preseribed route, is liable on
convietion to a penalty not exceeding £20 or
to imprisonment with or withont hard labour
for not exceeding ome month,

Subsection 7 of Section 42, on which the
regnlation is founded, reads—

When routes within the metropolitan area
or other defined part of the State have been
Erescnbed under this ssction as the routes to

e obhserved by omnibuses, and the use of
vehicles as ommibuses has been p'l‘Oh]blth an-
teas a prescribed route is specified in or In-
dorsed on the license for the vehicle, any
owner of, or person in charge of, a vehicle who
nses the wehicle or suffers or permits the
vehicle to be used within the metropolitan area
or other defined part of the State as an omni-
bus withvut a presecribed route being speci-
fied in or indorsed on the license, or on any
route other than that specified in or indorsed
on the iicense, or in a consent granted by the
local authority under a regulation preseribed
pursuant to Subseetion 3 of this sectiom, or
on any ruad within the metropolitan area or
such defined part of the State as aforesaid,
which is not a prescribed route, shall be gmlty
of an offence against this Act and shall be
liable on conviction to a penalty not exceed-
ing £20 or to imprisonment with or without
hard labour for 2 perind not exceeding one
month.

Regulation 23, therefore, gives no greater
power than is given by Subsection 7 of Seec-
tion 42, and even if it were disallowed the
Act itself could be operated so as to punish
with a penalty not exceeding £20 or im-
prisonment with or without hard lahour for
a term not exceeding one month for a bhreach
of the law. As regards route 7A, the
Solicitor General says in his statement to
me that this is an existing route. Regula-
tion 3 adopted the routes existing at the
date of the gazettal, 20th September, 1927,
as set out in the schedule. It does not pre-
seribe any new route. Moreover, route 7TA
was gazetted on 14th January, 1927. The
regnlation was duly tabled, and not ob-

mittee, Inspector Hunter was present.
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jected to within the specified time, and it
has now the force of law and cannot by any
resolution of either House cease to have
effect. Routes 54 and 55 are new routes
preseribed for the first time on the 25th
of last month, and as to these routes i} is
within the power of the Couneil to dis-
allow the regulation printed on page 2253
of the “‘Gazette.”” I shall have something
to say on these at a later stage. Touching
route TA, which T contend the House has
no power to disallow as the time within
which such counld be done has passed, Mr.
Kitson objected only to the Fremantle ter-
minal peint, namely, Queen-street. The
Solicitor General holds that this route is
now law and cannot be disallowed, whether
the resolution is carried in the House or
not. Although Mr, Kitson is too late in
the field to achieve his ohjeet, T think it
advisable to make some explanation. The
Routes Advisory Committee met in May,
Councillors Daly and Sumpton represent-
ing the Fremanile Council, Messrs. Rae and
Ridgeway representing the Fremantle Tram-
ways, Messrs Wauhop and Oliver repre-
senting the taxi owners, Messrs. Weir and
Irvine, the metropolitan omnibug owners,
and in addition to the Routes Advisory Com-
The
consensus of opinion at that meeting was
that Queen-street was much to be preferred
to William-street as a terminus. There is
no denying that the alteration of the ter-
minus at Fremantle from Willinm-street to
Queen-street is a decided improvement.
That it is supported by overwhelming pub-
lic opinion in Fremantle is proved by the
fact that a deputation from the Fremantle
Municipal Council was to have met the
Minister for Works on Monday last to dis-
cuss the matter with him, but only the
Mayor attended, and he expressed himself
as bheing thoroughly in favour of the Queen-
street terminus. When the alteration from
William-street to Queen-street was first
made the taxi men, with the spirit of law-
lessness that they have been enconraged to
manifest—I say that advisedly—deliberately
set themselves out to obstruet the traffic and
annoy the public.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Question!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: But the
police in charge of the traffie, I am pleased
to say, soon straightened out things, and
gave them to understand that their tacties
would not be tolerated.

Hon. E. H. Gray:
much straightened out.

They are not verv
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‘The CHIEF SECRETARY: There has
been no trouble since the firs{ day when the
alteration was effected. These taxi men
had the hardihood to put their cars head
on into the kerb on either side of Queen-
street, and keep one or two cruising up and
down the street so as to block traffic and
irritate the publie.

Hon. BE. H. Gray: Question again!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: So embold-
ened had they become that they stood in
groups on the footpath, and pedestrians
in order to use the thoroughfare had to go
around them off the footpath.

Hon. J. Cornell: Making super Bolshe-
viks of them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The police
are of opinion that all this was a precon-
certed plan designed to harass the publie,
so that pressure might be brought upon the
tratlie anthorities to revert to the old start-
ing point at William-street.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is like job control.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The old
terminus at Willinm-street was a dangerous
one. It necessitated the whole of the taxis
crossing four lines of tramway. The
Beaconsfield, Marmion-street, East Fre-
mantie and North Fremantle trams all con-
verge at this point, and William-street,
Adelaide-street, and the busy thorcugh-
fare of High-street also converge there.
If my information is correet it is un-
undoubtedly the most congested corner in
the whole of Fremantle, and particularly
when funetions are taking place at the
Town Hall the crowded nature of this
thoroughfare, supplemented by over 100
taxis passing backwards and forwards ever
it, makes it a positive menace to life and
limb. And be it noted Inspector Hunter
submitted a lengthy report and very
strongly urged that in the interests of the
safety of pedestrians and vehicolar trafiie
the terminus for taxi buses should be
Queen-street, which is only 1% minutes
walk from the Town Hall. There has been
marked improvement, I am told, since the
change over was made to Queen-street and
the public are well satisfied. There is only
a protest from a small section of the com-
munity, and, to a large extent, a self-
interested section of the community. At
the Queen-street terminus the taxis ecome
into Fremantle from Perth, drop their
passengers, and cross intoe Queen-street
with an empty vehicle over two lines of
trams, and there is a compulsory stopping
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point for the trams on either side of
Queen-street. So that it is the safest street
te eross tramlines in the whole of Fre-
mantie, When they have passed down
Queen-street they turn their bus, pick up
their passengers, and go into Adelaide-
street. In no ecircumstances are they
required to cross the tram line whilst they
have passengers aboard. Every unbiassed
person admits the new starting point is in
every respect a long way ahead of the old,
and the police are insistent that they
eannot, in any ecircumstances, agree that
the terminus should be altered. I under-
stand that Mr, Wauhop, the secretary of
the taxi owners, has substantial interest in
a garage and petrol suppljr base in William-
street and naturally he prefers William-
street. However, that terminal point is
fixed, and cannot be affected by Mr.
Kitson’s action, no matter what the result
of it may be. It is the law to-day. With
regurd to the North Cottesloe route, the
people at Cottesloe and North Cottesloe
have been given all they asked for. The
route is mainly to serve the Cottesloe and
North Coitesloe people, and their request
has been granted in full The mayor of
Cottesloe, who is noted for his eourageons
publie spirit, has approved of the route.
He says it is eminently snitable as it pro-
vides the shortest way into Perth for the
Cottesloe people. Mr. Kitson raises two
objections to this ronte. The first is in
reference to the starting point. The only
change made in the starting point is that
previously the taxis started on the opposite
side of the railway line and went over a
level crossing. Now, they merely start
from the other side of the railway, and do
not have to go over the raila at the level
crossing. It was no advantage to the taxi-
men to negotiate this dangerous crossing,
and the continuance of sueh a perilous
practice could searcely be sanctioned by
ary one carrying the responsibility of con-
trolling traffic and safeguarding the lives
of the public.

Hon. A, J. H. Saw: What level crossing
is that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I understand
it is somewhere near Claremont.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I think it is below
Cottesloe Beach.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : 1 do not
know the spot. It is the level crossing they
have been ntilising in the past. Mr. Kit-
son’s other objection is to the terminus in



1290

Perth which has been fixed in Wellington-
street. It is rather unfortunate for Mr.
Kitson’s case that this terminus was so
fixed by an agreement with the Cottesloe
Councoil the Perth City Council and the
Police. The Mayor and one councillor
representing Cottesloe, Couneillor Howling
and Inspector Hicks, representing the Perth
Council, met and agreed that the terminus
at Wellington-street was satisfaetory.
It is admitted that this corner is net all
that it might be, but the police have placed
& special patrol officer at the point to see
that the environment is improved, and I
understand the City Council is arranging for
extra lighting. To show that there eannot he
very much genuine objeetion to either the
starting or terminal points, let me emphasise
that the taxi ien have submitted an offer to
the Routes Committee to withdraw their
opposition to the regniations, and to agree
to both the starting point and the terminal
point, under certain conditions. They will
agree if they are allowed to cross over from
the subway near the Claremont show grounds
through which they now come, and rtun
through to the Perth-Fremantle road. Noi
only that, but they want to go along this
road for about half a mile, and then back
again along Loch Street np to the railway
line, and thence into Perth by the route now
laid down. This would mean approximately
another ten minutes added to the journey,
and they would be traversing a route which
is now served by over 100 taxis and over 20
charabanes. I understand Mr. Xitson sup-
ports this preposterous elaim. Mr, Kitson
complaing bitterly that there are toc many
taxis on the Fremantle road to allow of
their getting a decent living and that the
road is too congested. Aeccording to
his motion and his speech, he now
wants the North Cottesloe and Cottesloe
taxis to go off the route laid down in
the regulations and run along the Fre-
mantle route, and compeie with the Fre-
mantle taxis and further congest that road.
He objects to the taxis being confined to
any particular route which means, in other
words, he wanis the proprietors trading as
buses to be permitted to compete with the
taxis on the rank, and yet the taxis un
the rank must not be permitted to compete
with the taxis running as buses on specified
routes. He says the Fremantle road is so
congested that it is positively dangerous.
Yet he demends that the North Cottesloe
taxis be permitted to have their terminus at
the corner of St. George's-tervace and Wil-
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liam-street where, at the present time, there
are not only 100 or more taxis trading to
Fremantle and a score or more of buses
trading to the same place, but all the buses
trading to Claremont, Dalkeith, West Sub-
iaco, Wembley, Leederville, Secarborough,
and North Beach are congregated there. I may
here remark for the information of members,
that the bunsiness people at this imtersection
of St. George's-terrace and William-street
are threatening the department with legal
action for permitting such traffie eongestion
as is now oceurring at this particular point.
Under no circwnstances will the police agree
to add to this congestion. The Routes Ad-
visory Committee consists of a representative
of tthe loeal government branch of the Publie
Works Department, a representative of the
police, the tramway, the railways, and local
governing bodies in the metropolitan ares,
and the motor bus proprietors. They meet
whenever there is business to do, and obviate
the necessity for the Minister dealing with a
lot of detail matter, and conducting investi-
gations that he would otherwise have to carry
out himself,

Hon, E, H. Gray: The taxi men are not
represented on the hoard.

The CHIEF SEGRETARY: The conduct
of the taxi men towards constituted author-
ity, and their defiance of the statute can only
be explained by the encouragement they have
received to flout the law, Is it generally
known that for over a year these taxi-drivers
have plied their calling without paying the
taxes imposed by the Traffic Aet? They
have had a most unfair advantage over the
bus owners, and at the same time the local
government authorities in the metropolitan
area—not the publie treasury—have been de-
prived of thousands of pourds in taxation,
which would bave gone to them had the taxi
owners oheyed the law.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is the fault of the
department.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In reference
to the Dalkeith service which Mr, Kitson
eriticised, I am surprised at his action in
this matter~ Before notice of this motion
was miven, the Minister for Works had
agreed, as a result of representations made
to him, that the Dalkeith route should he
altered, and the alteration is abort to be
gazetted. It passed through Execntive
Clouneil yesterday, and will be gazetted on
Friday. The petition which Mr. Kitsor said
he had in his possession was signed tv be
presented to the Minister for Works, but
the word of the Minister wna accepted and
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the petition was withdrawn, My, Kitson is
well aware that there was no previous route
through Dalkeith. There was a bus running
without a license along a course not too well
known, but an agreement has now been
reached and everything is in smooth working
order. There seems to be a misunderstand-
ing in some guarters as to the functions of
the Advisory Commitiee. 1 wish to
wake it eclear that the Minister 1our
Works established the Advisory Com-
wmitiee merely as one means of inform-
ing himself on points relating to traffie.
It is an honorary board and he remifs cer-
tain matters to them for imvestigation, but
they have absolutely no power except the
power (o suggest, and are merely in exist-
ence to make investigations on any guestion
he refers to them, and to advise him in re-
ference thereto. He adopts or dismisses
their opinions as his judgment dictates.
Under the law the Minister is held respon-
sible to Parliament for its administration
and he fully recognises that fact.

Hon Sir Edward Wittenoom: Their ser-
vices ought to be appreciated.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Their ser-
vices are very much appreciated. The Traffig
Act provides that any vehicle trading as an
omnibus must pay a seating tax of 30s. per
passenger the vehicle is licensed to earry.
The buses have been paying this foy
over three years, and the taxi men have not.
The buses have been confined to a route
while the taxi men have gone wherever they
pleased. They have been an absolute law
unto themselves, they have defied the police
and they have boasted that they can pull
the strings and sesure the disallowance of
regulations. They openly brag that they will
eontinue to do as they like, and that the
Traffic Act will never be made to cover them.
Only a mentally blind person would fail to
see that they are out to trample under foot
and treat with scorn and derision an Act
of Parliament, the provisions of which were
deliberately agreed to by both Houses of the
Legislature, It is safe to say that Mr. Kit-
son would readily consent to withdraw his
motion and the taxi men on the Fremantle
route who have permiited him to move the
motion would agree to the withdrawal, pro-
vided a monopoly of the services were given
to a few proprietors.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: That is not correct.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Thev told
the Minister for Works so at a deputation,
the notes of which T intend to place on the
Table of the House for the information of
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bon. members. The whole burden of their
eomplaint is that the Minister will not agrea
at this juncture to set s specified number of
taxis to trade on this route. Would the Leg-
islative Council support the action of a Min-
ister who would prevent a person who owns
a motor car from securing a license to trade
on the Fremantle route more than they would
support such restrictive action if it were
applied to any individual who was about
to open a grocer's or a butcher's shop
And if the Minister gave a monopoly to a
few and cast the others into outer darkuess
—as Mr. Kitson and Mr. Wanhop desire—
what a pandemonium would be raised in the
metropolitan community. If all those who
have gone on the run since lst September,
1926, were ordered off—deprived of their
means of subsistence so that a small section
might thrive and prosper—would there be
any guarantee of that peace and tranquility
which Mr. Kitson evidently imagines would
follow in the weke of a drastic Lmitation.
Some other hon. members of this or another
House would rise in their might and de-
nounce the Government for wanton disregard
of vested interests and for bringing ruin to
many proprietors of taxi cars who have been
pursuing their calling without hindrance on
the Perth-Fremantle road during the last 12
months,

Hoa, J, Cornell; I think the Giovernment
ecould well apply that doctrine to anothen
place.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Minister
is econvinced that the men on this route are
not all making a decent living—some of them
may be making only a bare subsistence—but
those who think they wounld benefit by a limi-
tation, want doine under the Traffic Aet some-
thing it was never intended should be done.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Why was it done in
the case of the buses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Ii was never
proposed that jndustrial eonditions should be
regnlated by the Traffic Act. And it is cer-
tain that if limitation were applied the out~
ery of those who were debarred from engag-
ing in the business-—not only debarred but
driven out of it—would be more pronounced
and more entitled to public sympathy than
the whine which is now coming from those
who arr looking forward by political pres-
sure to seeuring a monopoly if limitation be
applied.

Hon. 1. Cornell: It would be deing the
taxis n wood torn if vom put them all off
to-morrnw,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have al-
ready explained that the regulations are
practically verbatim with the Act itself,
There is nothing in the regulations which the
Act, as passed by the Legislative Counci,
does not say “should be done.” The whole
of the regulations merely give eifect to what
the Legislative Council said should be done
when it passed the Traftic Aet. What Par-
liament said should be done under the Traffic
Aet ean only be done by these regulations,
and if the regulations are disallowed it is
tantamount to repealing the Traffiec Act.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Not at ali.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Legis-
lative Council will indeed be stultifying itself
if it now says that it will disallow a regn-
lation to do what it said must be done when
it passed the Traffic Act. If Mr. Kitson’s
motion be carried we might just as well say
that the Traffic Act is a dead letfer; that
there shall be no routes and that there shall
be open play for everybody without control
of any description. The fees cannot be col-
lected, the least remnant of contrel of traffic
will disappear, and the position will become
chaotic in the extreme. Mr. Kitson has made
out no ease whatever in support of his
motion. He has not produced one substan-
tial argument that wounld justify the Coun-
cil in disallowing either one of thr regula-
tions or the rouies whieh have heen fixed
after a very exhaustive investigation by ex-
perts who thoroughly understand the bhusi-
ness.

Hon. B, H. Gray: They made a poor joh
of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Kitson
is evidently relving on the fact that the
Council having disallowed one set of routes
are likely to continue disallowing routes for
all time withont feeling that he is ealled upon
to mive the House anv good reason for
adopting this attitude. I have already dealt
exhaustively with Mr. Kitson’s speech. Now
Jet me make a hrief review of his case.
Tn the first place he asks for the disallowance
of Rerulations 4, 8. 6. 2t and 23, and he
gives his reason. Tt is a remarkahble reason,
in fact nniqme. He savs “two or three of
these regulations are objected to on the
eround that if ther are not objected to and
the routes are disallowed. the men who are
mnning this serviee will lay themselves open
{a ehpraes of various kinds” Was ever such
a reannst made to a bhranch of the Tegisla-
ture which helps tn make our laws and whose
Auty it is to uphold omr laws? Mr. Kitson
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admits that breaches of the law are taking
place, and he solemnly asks this House to
annul regulations for one reason and ome
reason only, namely to prevent the Govern-
wment from prosecuting the Jaw-breakerms. I
can scarcely coneeive that this House will
lend a sympathetic ear to such a proposal.
Even if they did—which is inconceivable—
sub-section 7 of Section 42 of the Aet gives
all the necessary power, and the Government
will exercise it in the effort to uphold and
maintain the law. Mr. Kilson’s efforts to
disallow Regulation 21 are put forth with
the object of forcing on the traffic authorities
his limitation scheme. But, even if that re-
gulation be annulled, there is no power to
compel the authorities to do what Mr. Kit-
son desires, and it will not be done. In striv-
ing to disallow route 7A, Mr, Kitson ia striv-
ing to do something which it is impossible
for him or anyone else to do as the time for
legislative action has long sinee passed.
Route 34—the Cottesloe route—may legally
be disallowed—but if it be disallowed it will
be disallowed without regard to the views
of the loeal amthority of Cottesloe and the
Perth Couneil who have agreed to this route.
Mr. Kitson is evidently under the impres-
sion that if route 54—the Cottesloe ronte—
is disallowed—the taxis will have an open
field and may zo where they like in 50 far as
that loeality is coneerned. The faet is that
they will have no right to go there at all—
there will be no route left for Cottesloe—
and if thev do go they will he liable to
prosecution. Meanwhile the wunfortunate
residents will have to employ the ordinary
motor ear, with its high fares, for trans-
port facilities. KRoute 55 was smended at
the last meeting of the Executive Counecil
to meet the wishes of the people ronecerned,
and the new ronte will he declared in this
week’s “Glovernment Gazette.” Mr. Kitson's
next contention is that faxi ears shounld
be permitted to run af any time thew
like on a romte and 2o off that route and
take up positions on a rank competing
against ordinary taxi owmers. To pursue
this eontention to its lozical conelusion, men
who now make a living from the taxi stands
should be ahle to take out licenses to run
on omnibns routes and enter into ecompeti-
tion with those who are now endeavonring
to make a living with thetr omnibuses

Hon. BE. H. Gray: Mr. Kitson did not
sayv that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Well, he will
have an oppertunity to replv. The Aect
provides that if a vehiele is licensed as a
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bu~ it shall be contined to a route, and thai
is the end of the argument so Lar as con-
cerns the right of buses to go off a rouie
and on to a stand, Let us hear what the
Secretary of the Metvopolitan Taxi Owners’
A-sociation has to suy on the subject. A
letter appeared in the “West Australian” of
the 18th Oectober as follows:—

1 desire to express the views of the Metro-
politan Taxi-Owners Association in regard to
the regulations framed by the Traffic Depart-
went to control the traffic between Perth and
Fremantle. Regulations 4, 5, and 6 are core-
lated and are in conformity with the amended
Trafic Act passed uring the last session of
Parlismment.  They arc essvntial to keep the
tuxi-drivers on the Perth-Fremantle taxi
serviee to that route only and shounld certainly
be allowell to stand. Repulation 23 should
also stand, as it is practically an extension of
Repgulation 7, as it ia absolutely unfair to allow
the Perth-Fremantle drivers to take taxi work
all over the metropolitan aren in competition
with the drivers on the stationary rank, and
when the job is finished return to their fer-
minal peints and again take up the running to
Fremantle or Perth, which they have been
doing ever sinmce they started the Perth-Fre.
mantle scrvice. As the Perth-Fremantle taxi-
drivers have practically a monopoly of the
taxi work betwecn these centres my associa-
tion considers they should be restricted to that
route and not permitted to ply for hire every-
where, as at present.—James Keegan, Secre-
tary of the Metropolitan Taxi-Owners Aagocia-
tion. Perth, October 17.

The sum total of Mr. Kitson’s appeal is to
annul regulations to prevent the punish-
ment of law-breakers; to hinder the Traffic
Aet from functioning; te repeal a regula-
tion which is already law; to force the Gov-
ernment to grant a monopoly to certain taxi-
ownerg; and to alter a route that has been
approved by the loeal authority most con-
eerned. On the hasis of such a ease he asks
the Tegislative Council to co-operate with
him in the endeavonr to prevent the Govern-
ment from enforeing the law of the land.
I have always taken the view that the
fremers of our Constitution intended that
the deliberations of this House should be on
the broad principles of maiters of State-
wide eoncern. If they had intended other-
wise, I feel sure they would have fortified
this Chamber with the esgential eomplement
of Ministers to deal with the motions fre-
ouently tabled here for the disallowance of
regulations that concern only a small see-
tion of the people. Tt seems strange also
that in eounection with traffic regulations
action iz taken in this House instead of in
snother place, where the Minister respon-
sible for their gazettal would appreciate the
conrtesy of personal participation in the
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discussion. The fact is that the taxi-bus
owners proclaim from the house-tops that
they can always with confidence approach
the Legislative Council and secure the re-
jection of any regulations that do not give
a free rein to their wishes.

Hon. J. Cornell: They appeal to the heart
of democracy.

The ("HIEYF SECRETARY: It may be
that thev foolishly rely upon party pre-
judice against the Government, or perhaps
they recoonize that it is not possible for
Ministers here to defend the position as
ably as the Minister responsible to Parlia-
ment for the administration of the Traffic
Aect.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are doing it well.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Still, they
feel it is much safer to eome: to this House,
and Mr. Kitson, as one of their advisers,
takes a similar view.

Hon. J. Cornell: It shows his good judg-
ment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I hope, how-
ever, that on this oceasion they will have
reckoned without their host. I trust that
nothing will be done by this House to en-
gourage the spirit of lawlessness that pre-
vails among the people whose cause, or
fancied cause, Mr. Kitson has taken up,
and that the traffic authorities, whose re-
gponsibility it is not only to serve publis
convenience, but to protect the publie from
danger may be permitted, unhampered, to
earry out their duties in the manner that
their experience shows is best in the inter-
ests of all parties concerned.

On motion hy Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—COASTAL LIGHTING AND
BUOYING.

Debate resumed from the 12th October
on the following motion by Hon. 3. W.
Miles:—

That the buoying and lighting of the coast
from Owen’s Anchorage to Wyndham is un-

satisfactory, a source of danger to naviga-
tion, and requires immediate attention,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
J. W. Hickey—Central) [5.21]): T welcome
the motinn and appreciate the eriticism of
the fanctions of the Harbour and Lights
Department, which plays emeh an important
part in the activities on the North-West
roast. T recognise, too, the disabilities
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nuder which the people of the North are
labouring as a result of their remoteness
from the seat of guvernment. That is one
of the reasons why I have taken a keen
personal interest in the departments affeet-
ing the North-West that come under my
conirol. 1 can safely cluiin that never in
the history of the Mtate has sv much con-
sideration been given to the Noeth as it has
received in the last two or three years, 1
do not say that from any feeling of
egotism or with any desire to boast. I
understand the North and have taken ad-
vuntage of every available opportunity to
et into touch with the people who live
there. T am io the happy position of being
able to tell Mr. Miles that all Lhe matters
upim which he has touched have cither be-u
remedied ov are in course of being remedi- u
so thal hi» criticism really bas little ur o
foundation. This may appear to be a
sweeping statement, but a few remarks
from me will satisfy him that my statement
is correct. A couple of years ago I acecom-
panied the then Chief Harbour Master,
Captain Winzar, as far as Broome. Through
the courtesy of Captain Buckeridge, then
in charge of the “Bambra,” I was on the
bridge at every port and was eble to make
personal observations and discuss matters
on the spot with Captain Winzar and the
master of the vessel. The principal matters
dealt with on that vccasion were port lights,
tramways and jetties. At Cossaek we bad
to linalisc arrangementa for the handling
of cargo owing to the destruction of the
Sampson jetty and the Roebourne goods
sheds. The people of Broome pressed fus
a new light at Entrance Point and also 2
light on Bueccaneer Rocks. I think M.
Miles was preseni and pointed out some
of those requirements to me. On my return
to Perth, arrangements were immediately
made for the lights to be erected. In June
of last year T again left Fremantle, accom-
panied by Mr. Ward, clerk in charge-of the
Harbour and Lights Department. Thapks
to Captain Turner, then in charge of the
“Bambra,” I was able to be on the steam-
er's bridge at all ports from Fremantle 1o
Darwin. ‘Whether the boat entered the
ports by day or by night, T was on the
bridge and had pointed out to me various
disabilities under which mariners laboured.
On that trip we arrived off Cape Inserip-
tion, Shark Bay, too late to make Denham
the same day and had to anchor until morn-
ing. As we proceeded through the channel

[COUNCIL.

Just after daybreak Captein Turuver poiuted
out the necessity for lights on the huoys
to make Denham a night port. Our experi-
ence in having to anchor overnight demon-
strated that from an eeconomie standpoint,
it for no other reason, light buoys should
be provided. On my return to Fremantle 1
arranged for the work to be put in hand
immediately. Some delay ensued, but that
was owing to the fact that the lighis had to
be imported from Sweden. On their arrjval
we had the buoys constructed by the State
Implement Works and put in position.
Later on the Minister for Works visited
the North and returned on the “Koolinda.”
Captain Norris pointed out the n« -emsity for
three light buoys instead of two for Shark
Bay. The matter was referred te me, the
three light buoys wers completed, wand
Cayihaig wis dune to meet the desirves
of the mariners and others concerned. Mr.
Miles’s chief complaint was that the inmer
light buoy at Shark Bay was reported by
Captain Rose of the “Centaur” to be one
mile out of the position given in the notice
to mariners of the 15th Augnst, 1927. To
that, the hon. member said, Captain Rosc
attributed the stranding of both the “Gas-
coyne” and the “Koolinda.”” Captain Rose
was in Shark Bay while the “Koolindn” was
agyround and while the bhaoy was allegedly
out ot position. That is well known. The
Harhour and Light Department therefore
ohtained a report from the master of the
Commonwealth steamer “Kyogle,” with
whose assistance the buoys had been laid.
The sextant and sfaition pointer angles
aiven showed that the beoy was in the
position advertised in the notice to
mariners. That effectively disposes of the
statement of Captain Rose. However, in
view of the decided statements by Captain
Rose that the huoy was out of position, T
sent the Chief Harbour Master, Captain
Harris, to Shark Bay, and he checked the
positios, of the buoy with sextant angles
and compass bearings and found that it
was in the position advertised. Not
only have we the information from the
master of the “Kybra,” who laid the buoys,
hut we have it from Captain Harris, wha
is now at Shark Bay, and who states that the
huoys are in the exact position advertised.

Hon. G. W. Mile=: Then the channel wants
re-surveving, hecause it has 7ft. of water
where the chart shows 21ft.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member, like a zood hoxer, when pinned in
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one corner escapes to another, One of his
contentions having been found wrong, Mr.
Miles advances another. The work of check-
ing this pesition was carried out by the use
of the "Kybra,” which vessel was on her
way to Maund's Landing. It will therefore
be seen how mecessary it is for magters to
take acurate bearings before condemning
the department and putting the Government
to expense. In addition, the “Koolinda’’
- went into and came out of Shark Bay in day-
light, going on the ground at 4.10 in the
afternoon.  Therefore no blame attaches
to the department in that respeat. The
grounding will form the subject of investi-
galion by a court of marine inguiry in the
near future—I believe, on Monday next---
~nd therefore it would be bad tuste and im-
projrer an my part to argne the question
Lurther. The *“INoolinda” grounded in day-
light, and all things with regard to the buoys
were as advertised, and s0 no blame what-
ever attaches to the department. Everything
possible, in fact, had been dore in regard to
buoying and lighting the channel.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But the channel wants
re-surveying.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The new
class of light buoys placed at Shark Bay
are similar to those used in the inner harbour
at Fremantle, and as tlese have proved so
successful there, it was considered that they
would be suitable for Shark Bay. The chief
Harbour Master was at Shark Bay on the
“Kybra” while the “Koolinda” wag aground,
and both he and Captain Turner were able
to pick up the outside buoy over four miles
away, althongh it was not then ballasted.
They could also see the red light buoy from
the first white light buoy. Mr, Miles, who
knows the locality, will appreciate what, that
means. Buoys were placed in Denham
Channel only in order to obviate the heavy
delays caused to vessels using the port; and
if the buoys were not required by shipping
at that port, they could be removed to other
ports which have urgent need of them. Mr.
Miles has mentioned the survey. It is real-
ised that a survey of Denham Channel
should be made, but the fact that many ves-
sels bave used this channel for years proves
that there is sufficient water in its deeper
portion for ships to be safely navigated.
There are other places besides Shark Bay
in urgent need of survey, and the depart-
ment have been in touch with the Common-
wealth with a view to abtaining a suitable
vessel. The reply received from the Federal
Government was to the effect that there was
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more need for prompt surveys on the Quneens-
land eocast. Naturally, 1 am not in a posi-
tion to say whether that contention is eor-
rect or otherwise. However, the result is the
same—want of success up to date. -From
information at my disposal and from per-
sonal observation I fully realise that addi-
tional surveys are essential not only at Shark
Bay, but at other ports on the North-West
coast; and the matter will again be brought
under the notice of the Commonwealth, in the
hope that the needful surveys, for which
we have been agitating so long, will at last
be made. Without sounding a note of egot-
ism | may say that probably meore is being
done in connection with the lighting of the
North-West coast by the present Govern-
ment than has ever been done before, Le-
eause I have endeavoured to keep in con-
stant touch with northern requmirements.
Mr. Miles also referred to the springs «t
Geraldton jetty. I am mindful of the heavy
gwell at Geraldton, of which port I have
had many years’ experience; but the need
for springs was never brought home to me
more foreibly than a few months ago, when
I was on hoard the “Koolinda” and the ves-
el tried to tie up at Geraldton jetty. On
that oceasion every spring on the jetty,
together with a hawser, was used, but the
“Koolinda” could not tie up till next morn-
ing. Then I was able to gef off the vessel
and return to Perth by train that night. Most
of the springs were broken; they were old,
and privately owned. Deputations from thr
various shipping flrms operating at Gerald-
ton waited upon me to urge that the Gov-
ernment shonld place springs on the jetty.
In Perth the same request was advanced by
a deputation from the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. and Dalgety & Co. The suggestion
was that the springs to be provided by the
Government should be hired out to the var-
ious firms. An alternative suggestion was
that the firms should obtain springs of their
own. I thought it was a good thing fto put
in springs. Mr. Miles's suggestion i
already an aceomplished faet, and for
the firet time in the history of the port
of Geraldion there are ten springs in com-
migsion at its jetty. Government springs
have never heen on the Geraldton jetty pre-
viously. Originallv four springs were sug-
gested, later six, and still later eight; and to-
day ten of the best springs prodaeed in Aus-
tralia are installed on the Geraldton jefty.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What do
springs cost?

The HONORARY MINTSTER: Various
amounts.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: Those springs have
heen put there only during the last fort-
night.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The first
were installed six weeks ago, and the last
were despatched by the “Kybra”  They
were ordered at least three months ago.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Has anyvthing been
done at Carnarvon?

The HONORARY MINISTER: What
has been done at Geraldton is highly neces-
sary; and, without making rash promises,
I hope at a later stage to do as mueh for
Carparvon and ofher ports similarly situ-
ated. Other mafters were referred to by
Mr. Miles in connection with Geraldton.
The width of the entrance channel is a
matter entirely for the consideration of the
Engineer-in-Chief and the Public Works
Department, bot the printed plans of the
new harbour show provision for the future
dredging of the channel to 400 feet. That
subject is not one that can be gone into ex-
haustively at this juncture, As to Cossack,
during the year the Chief Harbour Master,
the Engineer for the North-West and the
BEngineer for Harbours and Rivers pro-
ceeded to that port for the purpose of in-
speeting likely sites, from navigation points
of view, for a harbour, and the matter is
receiving due consideration, The Govern-
ment quite appreciate the difficulties under
which the people of Cossack labour, and as
the result of investigations made by me two
years ago it will be possible to make pro-
vision for nieeting the difficulties, at all
events for the time being. Eventually the
position will he wholly relieved. Port Hed-
land was also mentioned by Mr. Miles. A
matter that arosc on my last trip North was
the lichtine of the buovs and the conerete
beacon at Port Hedland: and improvementis
to the system will be eflected in the near
future, as the necessary apparatus is al-
ready at hand. The provision of a light
on Lacepede Island, to which Mr. MMiles
drew attention, is purelv a matter for the
Commonwealth Government. From time to
time they have been urged to take action
for the ereetion of lights at various points
on the coast. The matter will again be
brought nnder their notice. I was surprised
to hear Mr. Miles abjeet to the installation
of a light at Point Torment, as the want of
this light has been felt by ship masters ever
ginee they began to call at the port of
Derby. I remember Captain Turner saying,
on my last visit to Derby, that Point Tor-
ment waa the worst place on the coast.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. @. W. Miles: He has not had half
as mueh experience as some other navi-
gators.

The HONXORARY MINISTER: I do not
know what experience the other navigators
have had.

Hon, G. W, lijles:
that coast for vears.

The HONORARY MINTSTER: Captain
Turner, Captain Norris, and Captain Buck-
eridge both advocated a light at that spot.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It would be handy,
but it would be more important if a light
were erected on Lacepede Island.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It 1a
agreed that it is essential to have a light
provided there, but it is a question for the
Commonwealth Government to deal with.
Without attempting to be eritical in that
regard, I am hopeful that a little more con-
gideration will be obtained by means of co-
operation. If we are able to improve matters
along the coast ourselves we may influence
the Commonwealth authorities to extend their
cordial co-operation, As to Point Torment,
it is generally recognised that the cape is
difficnlt to make out in the dark, so as to
enable a master mariner fo fix his position.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A bright light is re-
quired on the Derby jetty.

The HONORARY MINISTER : That may
have escaped the notice of the authorities,
and if so, it i3 perhaps the only matter that
can be placed in that category. Certainly
an adequate light will be provided on the
Derby jetty. Mr, Miles also mentioned the
necessity for a light on Adele Island. On
returning from my trip north, I dealt with
that matter in a minute I sent to the Com-
monwealth authorities asking them to pro-
vide a light there. The hon. member also
mentioned the econdition of the buoys at
Wyndbam. I agree with him that they are
in a deporable eondition and six new breast-
off mooring buoys have already been econ-
strueted and wonld have been at Wyndham
now bad the State motor ship “Koolinda”
not grounded where she did. These buoys,
of course, cannot mow be laid until next
season, The hon. member’s complaint in that
regard was perfectly justified but the matter
was rectified on the receipt of Cap-
tain Harris's report. There had been
neplect in the past that had resnlted in the
buoys being in a serious condition.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the launch?

The HONORARY MINISTER: As to the
motor launch “Kimberley,” the vessel was
built in 1924 at a cost of £1,400, She was

They have been on
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equipped with the best type of ihree-
eylinder (Gardner engine available, and after
completion she was subjected to severe
trials both on the river and in the open sea
before being despatched to Wyndbam. It
appears that negleet in the past resulted in
the condition of the launch heing so deplor-
able. In faet, I was surprised when I saw
the Iaunch to think that a person with any
sepse of responsibility at all would have

allowed it to get into such a state. How-

ever, we will let the dead past bury its dead
and I will content myself with saying that
the launch is being repaired. The engine
is down here now in order to have a new
eylinder installed. Those in control of the
Wyndham Meat Works have undertaken the
responsibility of looking after the launch,
which will be under their control in future.
I do not think any further trouble will be
experienced regarding the launch. Thus,
both the buoys and the launch to which Mr.
Miles referred have been attended to.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about Owen's
Anchorage® Will that be dredged before
the next cattle season?

The HONORARY MINISTER: That is
a matter under the control of the Fremantle
Hartbonr Trust Commissioners and T referred
the hon. member’s remarks to the Secretary
of the Harbour Trust, who has submitted the
following report:—

Tn reply to the matters raised by the Hon.
G. Miles relative to the Naval Base chanmel
avenss Snecess Bank hetween (Gage Roads and
Owen’s Anchorage, Fremantle Outer Harbour,
the following comments will, T think. answer
Mr. Miles' statements:—Re silting of chan-
nel—Mr, Miles is reported to have said that
Ceptain Rose of the m.s. ‘‘Centanr’’ had
stated that he thought ‘‘this channel is vapidly
silting wp.’' The position is that the last
soundings on Success Bank have shown less
swwater than formerly across the bank on the
track taken for years by cattle steamers
going to Owen’s Anchorage, the Naval Base
ahandoned channel was tested, and it was
found that the depths of water in it were
congiderably better than on the old track, and
that there was no sigm of silting on ecomparing
the soundings taken when the Naval Base
anthorities were working on it, with the sound-
ings taken this year. The Naval Base author-
itirs abandoned work on it about 1920, and
there has been practicallr no shallowing be-
tween that time and 1927. Prior to the chan-
nel heing reverted to this year by the Fre-
mantle Harbonr Trust, it was most ecarefnlly
sounded and swept with the ‘‘shallow finder?’
gset at a depth of 20ft. 6in.. and no bottom
was found at that depth throughout its whole
length and breadth, Captain Rose is said to
have ecomplained of his ship sheering in the
channel on n draft of 16ft. 6in.. whereas
geverel ships have traversed the channe! on
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greater drafts without any sbeer being ex-
perienced. " For instance, s.8. ‘‘Gascoyue’’ on
one occasion drew 18ft, and the *‘Koolinda'’
traversed the channel on 18ft. 7in. The deeper
water in the channel has greatly facilitated
the work of cattle steamers, which often pre-
viously were obliged to come into the Inmer
Harbour and lighten up to a draft enabling
thems to c¢ross the bank on the old track,
whereas they now ean go direct from sea
to Owen’s Anchorage without lightening, thus
saving very considerable time and cost. Be-
fore the commencement of the cattle season
of 1928, the channel will be again carefully
sounded in accordance with the practice of the
Harbour Trust to check its soundings in all
navigable chaomnels annually. Widening of
channel.—There is no provision made for any
widening to be done, nor is it considered justi-
fied. Oune of the Fremantle pilots, who has
navigated steamers through the channel on
several ocecasions in fine and also moderately
rough weather, reports that he experienced no
trouble, and noted no tendency of amy of the
vossels to sheer in the channel. Improvements
in marking chamnel.—The Trust has in hand a
slight improvement in the marking of the
channel by raising the height of the transit
leads at the southern end to make them more
cagily discernible in bad weather, The chan-
nel is well marked with buoys and beacons,
but some shipmasters have asked for the tran.
sit leads at the southern end fo be made some-
what more prominent, and this is being done,
Landing stock at North Quay.—Some years
ago a cattle track and lauding existed at
North Quay, but it was soon discontinued
and demolished. The Trost does not prevent
cattle steamers landing their bullocks into
cattle trueks in the Tnmer Harbour, but the
owners of the catile, and often the shipping
ecompanijes, scriously objeet to this as the pro-
cess is slow and costly. There is not cun-
gidered to be any undue risk in stcamers going
to Owen's Anchorage stock jetty, and it 1s
preferred by the owners of cattle and steamers
that cattle shonld be expeditionsly landed
there rather than slowly imte cattle trucks
in the Imner Harbour, involving likely dam-
age to the cattle and a costly haul to Owen’'s
Anchorage slaughter yards.

I have dealt as briefly as possible with the
various matters referred to by DMr. Miles.
Much more eould be said regarding the activi-
ties of the department along the North-
West coast, but I think it better to keep
to the points raised by Mr. Miles, and I be-
lieve I have given a reasonably effective
reply to the points be raised. Everything
he mentioned has been dealt with as far as
possible. T can assure Mr. Miles that the
(Government are most anxious to do what is
right not only for the North, bnt for every
part of the State. Tt is their duty to see
that those in charge of vessels trading along
the coast are protected, because it must be
borne in mind that the prosperity of the
North depends upon the activities along the
coastline just as in other parts of the State
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«hey depend upon railway facilities. Thus
it is that every attention should be paid to
navigation matters, for the North depends
entirely upon our sea-borne trade, Having
perhaps more knowledge of the North than
any other member of Parliament, apart from
those who directly represent northern elector-
ates, and the views and requirements of the
people there, I can assure Mr., Miles that
I am very sympathetically inclined towards
the North.
duties, I entertain those feelings and I bave
been able to keep in touch with the people
cgoncerned. Naturally one is sympathetie-
ally disposed towards them when the disabili-

ties they experience in being so far away

from the seat of Government are realised.
Perhaps that is why members representing
that part of the State have to be a little
more watchful and active than those whose
interests are closer to the metropolis. 1
know that the people of the North are not,
to usze a colloguialism, “squealers” in any
sense of the word. They appreciate the dif-
fieulties confronting the Government gener-
ally, but they also appreciate anything tnab
is done for their benefit. That is why I say
we are anxious to do what we can for the
North, particularly in regard to the light-
ing of the coast from Wyndham to Fre-
mantle. Althongh something has been done
in the past, much remsains to be under-
taken yet. If we can secure the co-opera-
tion of the Federal authorities, T am sure
we shall be able to make the eonditions far
better than they have been up to the pre-
sent.

Hon. G. W. Miles The department was
starved in past years before you took charge.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I know
that and no better illustration of the fact
could be advanced than the condition of
the buoys at Wyndham. Thev are a stand-
ing disgrace to those responsible, bnt we
ean let that go. We have been able to do
something since the present Government has
been in power, and we may be able to do
more in the future,

On motion by Hon, W, H, Kitson, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 5.58 p.m.

Even apart from my official -
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at.4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—TRATFIC ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28.
In Commiite of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and on
the Annual Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the
Chair.

Vote—Legisiative Council, £1,667 :

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [4.34]: Lt 1s
not my intention to delay the Committee
very long. Three or four months ago dur-
ing the debate on the Address-in-reply, we
diseussed most of the important questions
confronting the State, but developments
since then call for some comment. It is
eratifying to find that the State is on the
up grade and that the Treasnrer is budget-
ing for a surplus of £34199, 1f the Finan-
cinl Agreement is ratified the Treasurer an-
ticipates saving another £350,000, making
a total surplus for the year of £384,199. I
do not wish to diseuss the Financial Agree-
ment at this stage. It will be brought
hefore Parliament later on and doubt-
less will receive serious consideration.
It iz admitted that the flourishing econ-
dition of the State is due to the
prosperity of the agrieultural industry.
This season we expeet a harvest of 35,000,-
N00 bushels, and so far there is every in-
dieation that the estimate will be realised.
In some districts the returns will not be so
high as were expected, but taking the State
as a whole I think we shall get the 35,000,-
000 bhushels. Tf that proves to be so, the



